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THE PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT

Then Poter came 10 Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall | forgive my brother or sister
who sins against me? Up 1o seven times?™ Josus answored, "1 tell you, not seven times, but
seventy-seven times. “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants, As he began the settiement, a man who owed him ten thousand
bags of gold was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and
his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. “At this the servant fell
on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me," he begged, "and | will pay back everything.” The
sorvant’'s master took pity on him, canceled the debdt and let him go. “But when that servant
went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred siiver coins. He
grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!" he demanded. “Mis fellow
servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and | will pay it back.’ "But he
refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt,
When the other sorvants saw what had happoned, they weore outraged and went and told their
master everything that had happened. "Then the master called the servant in. "You wicked
servant,’ he said, "l canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to, Shouldn't you
have had mercy on your fellow servant just as | had on you? In anger his master handed him
over to the jaillers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. "This is how my
heavenly Father treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.™

Mat'hae L
L 19

Sources of Unforgiveness:

- abuse « false accusation
« rejection - liness

- debt - death

« Iinjustice - personal fallure

Forgilving Is not...

1. Forgetting
2. Removing all the Consequences
Then David sald to Nathan, "1 have sinned against the LORD." Nathan replied, "The LORD has

taken away your sin. You are not going to die. But because by doing this you have shown utter
contempt for the LORD, the son born to you will die.”
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3. Trusting Again

A gullible person will believe anything, but a sensible person will confirm the facts,

Forgiving is...
1. Refusing to seek your own Revenge

He (Christ) is your sxample, and you must follow in His steps. He never sinned, nor ever
deceived anyone. He did not retaliate when He was insulted, nor threaten revenge when He
suffered. He left His case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly.

Never pay back evil with more evil. DO things in such a way that everyone can see you are
honorable. Do all that you can 10 live in peace with everyone. Dear friends, never take revenge.
Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, "I will take revenge; | will pay
them back.” says the LORD.

« Resisting pay back
= Praying for their well being
- Grieving at their calamities

"Don't wait for a feeling: act on faith. Right actions will bring about right attitudes.™
2. Giving 10 others what God has already given to you.

Make allowance for each other's faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the
Lord forgave you, $0 you must forglive others.
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And do not bring sorrow to God's Holy Spirit by the way you live, Remember, He has identified
you as Mis own, gusranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption, Get rid of all
bitternoss, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of ovil bohavior, Instead,
be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, Just as God through Christ has
forgiven you.
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